Pulmonary vascular occlusion and fibrosing mediastinitis.
Patients with fibrosing mediastinitis causing obstruction of pulmonary veins and arteries may present with many of the historic, physical, and laboratory findings of patients with pulmonary hypertension due to chronic thrombotic obstruction of major pulmonary arteries. Because the latter is subject to surgical correction, and the former is not, it is important to differentiate between the two and to be aware of the similarities in presentation. Three patients with pulmonary hypertension due to compression of pulmonary veins and the right pulmonary artery by fibrosing mediastinitis are presented who illustrate these points. A review of the literature documents other instances in which vascular involvement due to fibrosing mediastinitis has mimicked other types of pulmonary hypertension.